AHIMSA  CONUNDRUMS	13D
The question raised in the letter is of very great impor-
tance and has always caused me the greatest difficulty,
not much in deciding upon the action to be taken at a
given moment but in justifying my conduct in terms of
Ahimsa. For the same action may outwardly be taken by the
believer and the unbeliever. At these times the motive alone
decides its quality.
At the time of writing I have neither the text book
nor the original in Gujarati of which the text is a translation.
But I have a recollection of what I wrote. What is more,
50 far as I am aware, my views on Ahimsa as I held them
remain the same today.
The general proposition that I laid down in the quo-
tation was derived from my conduct during the European
War. I had thrown myself whole-heartedly into it at the
peril of my life—not because of the risks attendant upon serv-
ing at such times, but because at the time I was attending
drills and camps I was suffering from pleurisy and gene-
ral weakness, as I had hardly regained the strength I had
lost during an exhausting fourteen days' fast I had under-
taken two or three months before the war. I believed then
the British Empire to be on the whole a system beneficial
to humanity. I had dreamt of one day converting it to
methods of peace instead of war for the sake even of its
own existence though in another form. But I was fully con-
scious of my limitations. I was an insignificant atom in-
effective for resistance to its general policy. Whether I joined
the war or not, I was helplessly party to it inasmuch as I
ate the food protected by the British fleet. I was enjoying
personal liberty too under its protection. If, therefore, I
helped the War somehow or other, I felt that for me as a
votary of Ahimsa it was better to take a direct part in it so
as to enable me the sooner to end war. It is quite possible
that all this was argument of the weak and that, if I felt
that war was an evil, I should have gone away from it even
if it meant starvation or a rebel's death. Anyway I did not
think so then, nor do I now.
It is wholly beside the argument what my attitude
would now be, seeing that I no longer believe in the empire
as on the whole a beneficent power.

